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February 2016
National African-American History Month
“Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African-American Memories”

During National African-American History Month, the Army pays tribute to the
contributions of past and present generations of African Americans and reaffirms our
commitment to keeping the American dream alive for every citizen. This year as we
recognize “Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African-American Memories,” we reflect upon
significant places where African-American history was made, particularly those places
which are an important part of our Army's own history. These include: the Chalmette
Battlefield in Louisiana, where a Battalion of Free Men of Color served with courage and
distinction under General Andrew Jackson during the Battle of New Orleans; the
African-American Civil War Memorial and Museum, in Washington, DC, which
commemorates the service of African-Americans in the Civil War; the Buffalo Soldier
Memorial Park at Fort Leavenworth which recognizes African-American Soldiers who
served in the American West in the late 19th century; and the Tuskegee Airman
National Historic Site in Tuskegee, AL, which honors the courageous Army Air Corps
'Red Tails' and their service in WWIL.

The United States Army celebrates the important contributions African-American
Soldiers and Civilians have made and continue to make in the building of our great
Nation. Their stories represent the qualities of resilience and perseverance. The many
historic sites across America made famous by the actions of African Americans help
chronicle those generations who fought for an America that truly reflects the ideals
enshrined in our founding documents.

During National African-American History Month, we encourage all Soldiers,
Civilians, Veterans, and Family members to become more familiar with these historic
landmarks where African-American history was made. Let us celebrate the rich legacy
of African Americans and honor their notable contributions that help make our Army
what it is today—a place where people from all walks of life stand proudly together in
service to our Nation. Army Strong! »
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